
 

 

 
 

 

Rose Lamartine Yates 

and the  

Wimbledon WSPU 



 

Dalyell Road, Brixton. 

The third child of Elphege and Pauline Janau, Rose was born at the family home, 35 Dalyell Road, Brixton 

on 23 February 1875. After attending one of the first kindergartens in the UK, she studied at Clapham High 

School for Girls. Rose’s early life was dogged by illnesses which affected her back and spine - her parents 

later transferred to Truro High School, believing that the Cornish air would prove beneficial to her health. 



 

Rose pictured with her parents, Elphege and Pauline Janau, her sister Anne-Louise and brother Henry. 

Rose was fortunate to have a loving and supportive family. Both of her French-born parents were teachers and 

they gave her an enlightened upbringing by the standards of the day, encouraging both her and her siblings to 

pursue their education and develop their potential. They also supported her later work for the women’s suffrage 

movement. Rose’s sister “Louise” was also an educational pioneer, reading Physics at Royal Holloway - she 

gained a BSc in 1894 and was ultimately Principal of Bethune College, Calcutta. 



 

 Royal Holloway College, c.1900. 

 Encouraged by her parents to pursue her scholarly potential, Rose studies at Kassel in Germany and also   

 at the Sorbonne in Paris. From 1896 she studied modern languages and philology at Royal Holloway  

 College. Although she passed the Oxford Finals Examination, she was unable to graduate due to her  

 gender. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Rose Lamartine Yates pictured c.1909. 

Despite a sizeable age difference, Rose enjoyed a 

happy marriage to Thomas Lamartine Yates.  

Although acquainted through Rose’s family, the 

couple were brought together through a shared 

love of cycling and membership of the Cyclist’s 

Touring Club - then a powerful organisation with 

40,000 members.        

 

In 1907, Rose became the first female CTC  

councillor. She fought a highly effective pro-reform 

election campaign and enjoyed the supported of 

her like-minded husband. He was also a strong 

supporter of her later suffrage campaign work, 

providing legal advice and representation both for 

her and her fellow suffragettes.  



 

 A suffragette deputation in 1909. 

 In 1909 Rose joined the Committee of the newly formed WSPU in Wimbledon. In the same year, she  

 joined a deputation to Prime Minister  Asquith  in protest against the omission of women’s suffrage from  

 the King’s speech. Rose was charged with obstruction, arrested, taken to trial and imprisoned, despite  

 Tom’s efforts and the fact that she has a very young son. She justified her actions by declaring that baby   

 Paul might in future ask what she had done to further the cause of women’s  rights.  This was lampooned   

 in “Punch” magazine “on behalf of Paul.”  She served only a few weeks as she was not considered to have  

 the status of a political prisoner, however she contracted pleurisy and back strain from heavy lifting whilst  

 in jail.  



  

 

 

 

 

 Rose Lamartine Yates, Organising Secretary of the   

 Wimbledon WSPU, pictured with her son Paul, c.1910. 

 This image shows Rose wearing the suffragette colours  

 ( purple, green and white, ) together with the Holloway  

 badge presented to all suffragettes who had served at  

 least a week in the infamous jail.  

 Rose was imprisoned there for a month following arrests   

 during a suffragette deputation bound for  Westminster.    

 Harsh treatment and poor conditions impacted on Rose’s   

 health but prison only deepened her commitment to the   

 “Votes for Women” cause. 



  

 

Dorset Hall, Kingston Rd. Merton Park, c.1914. 

Rose and Tom Lamartine Yates often cycled past the 

house on Kingston Road, Merton Park and in 1906 they 

took a lease on the property, even though it was really 

too big for them. It took 3 years to modernise the house 

and to clear and landscape the garden.  

 

The extensive grounds held pleasure gardens, a lake, 

gravel walks, flowerbeds planted in the suffragette  

colours, vegetable gardens and a paddock. There was 

also an elm tree, said to be the largest in Surrey and a 

mulberry tree allegedly planted by Lord Nelson. 

 

The house and grounds became a major focus for 

Rose’s campaign work. Here she organised regular  

meetings, addressed by both local and national WSPU 

speakers. The property was used for fundraising and 

promotional gatherings. Dorset Hall also became a 

sanctuary for suffragettes recuperating from jail terms 

and hunger strikes.  



   

 Dorset Hall on Kingston Road, Merton Park, is a grade II listed building. 

 Despite later alterations and extensions it remains an important link with Merton’s past. 

 Now part of the John Innes Conservation area, the house was probably built c.1709 by  

 Edward Hubbard Senior, a yeoman farmer in Merton and Wimbledon. 
 

 From 1906 the property was home to Rose Lamartine Yates, Organising Secretary of the  

 Wimbledon Women’s Social and Political Union. She later used the property to raise funds for  

 the suffrage movement and as a refuge for suffragettes recuperating after prison terms. 
 

 Ground floor:  

 In Rose’s day entry was through a wide hall linked, by a narrow passage, to the main stairs at    

 the rear. To the left was a breakfast room with a door into a pantry in the servants wing. ( This   

 was later a nursery for Rose’s son, Paul. ) To the right was a drawing room. Behind the hall  

 was a large dining room and a library facing out on to the garden. 
 

 A passage between the library and nursery led to the kitchen, butler’s pantry, dairy and yard. 

 Off the kitchen was a scullery, wine cellar and coal store. 
 

 First floor and second floors: 

 The main bedroom was above the dining room; a room over the library was Rose’s workroom  

 and there were two front rooms for guests. There was also a linen room, bathroom and maid’s  

 room. The second floor held two storerooms and four staff bedrooms. 
  

 

 The house was transferred to the local authority in 1935 and is now divided into flats. 



 

 Kew Gardens, c.1890—headquarters of the Royal Horticultural Society. 

 A gardening enthusiast, Rose was a member of the Royal Horticultural Society, She hosted the local  

 Horticultural Society’s annual flower show and fetes at her home, Dorset Hall and spent time each year   

 planning the flowerbeds and borders at Dorset Hall, aided by her gardener Mr. Friston. She ordered  

 seeds to ensure a year-round supply of vegetables and the house was filled with flowers from the green 

 house. Produce from Dorset Hall was sold at public events and the WSPU shop to raise money for the  

 suffrage cause. 



 

WSPU exhibition and sale at the Portman Rooms, Baker Street, 1911. 

This fundraising initiative saw the London venue packed with goods for sale. Many local suffrage groups  

were in attendance including representatives from the Wimbledon WSPU. Their nursery stall sold a variety of 

children’s toys and clothes produced by the women and their families. Titled “At the Sign of the Cradle,” its 

trade sign was made from an old banana crate fashioned into a doll’s cot by a male supporter. Rose Lamartine 

Yates ( far left ) and her colleagues dressed in period costume to increase the festive atmosphere. 



 

A gathering in the garden at Dorset Hall, June 1912. 

Here two hunger strikers ( Mrs. Wilkinson in the hammock ) and Flo McFarlane ( seated on the right,) were 

recuperating from force feeding during their imprisonment for a spate of window smashing.  Also pictured are 

Flo’s sister, Edith Begbie ( seated left, ) a WWSPU militant who sometimes deputised for Rose at meetings 

and Rose’s young son, Paul ( still with his youthful long hair. ) 



 

Rose Lamartine Yates speaking at a women's suffrage meeting on Wimbledon Common, c.1913. 

By this stage the public response to increasing suffragette militancy was often hostile and a police presence 

was necessary both to prevent suffragettes from “disturbing the peace” and to protect the women from attack 

by angry onlookers. Guest speakers at Wimbledon WSPU meetings included members of neighbouring  

suffrage groups - Leonora Tyson from Lambeth and Mrs. Cameron Swan from Croydon.  There were also   

addresses from prominent national WSPU members including Christabel Pankhurst, Flora Drummond,        

Una Dugdale and Emily Wilding Davison.       



 

Rose addressing a gathering on Wimbledon Common. 

By March 1913 the Home Office issued an order banning all outdoor meetings of the WSPU. However as 

the Wimbledon WSPU was an independent organisation, Rose argued and won her right to free speech. 

She continued to give speeches on the Common, sometimes single-handed and her “repartee...invariably 

got the better of hecklers.”  Her courage was formidable in an increasingly tense atmosphere - on Sunday 

21 March she faced a crowd of 5000 and had to be protected by 200 police and 50 mounted men.  

When things turned ugly, officers had difficulty in escorting her, Tom and their supporters to safety. 



  

 

 

 

Mary Leigh, pictured in her band-leader’s uniform. 

Mary led the WSPU drum and fife band and often came to  

Wimbledon to support Rose Lamartine Yates at various events. 

Both women were friends of the ill-fated suffragette Emily Wilding 

Davison, who died from injuries sustained following an attempt to 

pin a suffrage scarf to the King’s horse at the 1913 Derby.  

 

Rose was one of the chief organisers of Emily’s funeral  

Procession. A huge and striking event, it  drew hundreds of  

people to the streets of London and had a major impact on public 

perceptions of the women's suffrage campaign. 

 

Rose and later, Mary, would put flowers on Emily’s grave each 

year on the anniversary of her death. 



  

 

Emmeline Pankhurst addressing a crowd in 

Trafalgar Square, c.1914 

Following the outbreak of war in 1914, Emmeline Pankhurst 

ordered the cessation of WSPU campaigning and threw her 

energies into supporting the war effort. 

 

The Wimbledon WSPU initially continued with their militant 

campaign. Their campaign offices and shop in  

Victoria Crescent was then converted into a Distress Kitchen, 

to support those in need. A second kitchen was opened in 

Merton by November 1914. 

 

In October 1915, disappointed by what she saw as the  

Pankhurst abandonment of the women’s cause, Rose 

chaired a protest meeting at Caxton Hall. Together with a 

number of equally disenchanted campaigners, she formed 

the Suffragettes of the WSPU, which sought to keep the 

women's suffrage message in the public eye. 



  

 

 

 

A woman voting for the first time in the 1918 

election. 

The 1918 Representation of the People Act gave the 

vote to all men aged 21 and over. For the first time 

voting rights were also extended to women aged 30 

and over. 

In London County Council election, Rose stood as 

an independent candidate for the North Lambeth 

constituency, backed by the Union of Women  

Teachers. She served as a councillor for several 

years, devoting much of her attention to improving 

conditions for women and children. This included the 

opening of a new welfare clinic. 



 

 

The League of Nations, Geneva, c.1926 

Rose went travelling in the early 1930s and became active in the Women’s International League for Peace 

and Freedom - an organisation committed to peaceful international relations, following the horrors of the 

First World War. She campaigned on women's issues worldwide in her capacity as officer of the  

Suffragette Fellowship Movement ( founded in 1937 ). She also served as a Governor of the London  

Academy of Music and founded a children’s clinic in Waterloo. 



 

 Dorset Hall, Kingston Road, Merton Park. 

 In 1935, after a lengthy and productive career campaigning for social welfare and the improvement of  

 women's lives in Britain and overseas, Rose sold her Dorset Hall estate to Merton and Morden Urban  

 District Council for use as offices and public parkland. She spent the latter  years of her life travelling and 

 spending time with her family. In 1939,  she founded the Women’s Record House. This was a forerunner of  

 the Suffragette Fellowship Collection at the Museum of London and The Women’s Library, London School  

 of Economics, both  of which hold memorabilia which formerly belonged to Rose. 

 Rose died in Putney in 1954 and is buried in a family plot at  Brookwood Cemetery. 



 

She was every inch a fighter. She fought injustice, fought for the 

advancement of her sex, fought for the welfare of children and for 

the rights of those she befriended, no matter what the cost to her 

person. 
 

With her gifts of speech and the dynamic of her personality she 

could make a crowd hers. Fear she knew but she so mastered it 

that the world saw only unflinching courage in all her battles. 

Fiercely burned within her a divine determination to do good. 

 
                     Extract from a tribute read at the funeral of Rose Lamartine Yates, 1954 


